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.HE KOREAN VN 


ashed Brains of POW’s: Can They Be Rcwashetl? 


C°ii,V*c coin ml llu: word t.» connnlc the foreddr purging 

of •‘umii'Jii" ideas fr..:n a nuns nmul so l.ut new nio 
,„av he forcibly ,uh-mute,l. But ll.c techn.que of W 
. Uslhu' was perfected in the Sov.et l mon. and ha, 
U ,ju control the thoughts of the jump cm every Iron 
rtain count t*-'- The American an«I other Lniten Aat.nn, pn,o 
who were exchanged at Pan.um.jo.n provided a new and fir,t- 
-id insight into how the Reds wash brains. 


the Western' world, hu-nco seems 
ti~ Bet intelligence officers m Ko- 
erc stamping "No Interviews on 
ientiacation cards of some home- 
American BOW's. AH Cl ex- 
lers, even after being down to 
), were kept under wraps ;n two 
hospitals. Visitors needed two on- 
passes to enter their wards. The 
Korean Government planned to 
•xchanged ROK prisoners through 
onths ot re-educatnei without seems 
iting tn their families.. t 

e reason: the munis of seme of tne 
)\V - s, like th.o hapless citizens o. 
lin-conti oiled countries, had been 
,-d by Communist brainwashing, 
is how the Ked tecniuque woins: 
iifpsslonx am 1 Collap-i 1 : Burn- 
ing starts with a group-thc workers 
,e shop, a class cr students, a siug.c 
ncr compound— wlucn meets ror scs- 
hours each cay. Tr.v.r.ea th.oug.it 
mtrs” compel each raemuer to con- 
every nnst experience. every 
-■lit. which was not "democratic." 
Ic leader and the rest of the group 
eh political fault and 


Ions periods. But for those who resist, or 
for special cases who must be dealt with 
quickly, there is a move drastic technique. 

It involves straining the brain of the vic- 
tim so crueliv that he literally retains no 
real thoughts of his own ar.d willingly 
adopts the ideas of Ins captorS. 

Violent priysical torture is net gener- 
ally used. Instead, the subject is allowed 
little sleep and weakened by hunger, 
thirst, and despair. Night at ter night he is 
yanked from fitful res: to a dark room to tnesc reasons, ra 


J 

open court, as Cardinal Mimls/enty 
In ilung.uy. and confess to crimes lie. I 
could lint have happened. And lw ui.l 
believe tli.it he is telling the truth. 

'XuiiiImw one Hoys*: A'l nl th.C'C 
methods, returned American prisoners 
testified last week, were uses! in, *•! 
POW camps in North Korea. Prisoners 
had up to ten limns of classes a day. 
They had to make "progress rcpm.s." 
They were told: "You will be puni-hej 
if you do not learn vnur lessons.” 'lie 
main lesson, according to bgt. Od.c 
Lawlcy, was: The United States start'. d 
the whole war. All they could talk about 
was Ceneral MacArt'nur ami l’resiuent 
Truman. They called them warmongers." 

For willing pupils, called “number m.e 
bovs" by the rest, there were rewuriis- 
cigarettes, better tcod. and even un- 
guarded billets outside the stockade, and 
Is. For "malicious elements."-, there 


ios? e: 


_ .1 criti- 

it. No detail is too minor: .Decs He 
sorre for his ruinously taxed i.irmcr- 
ats? The “People" are his true par- 
tlieir interests must come H:s.. Oid 
ncc make an envious remark about 
ricans? The truth is. the exploited 
woikers are ragged and hungry, 
atcr th.c initiate must confess aii os-er 
n, stressing liis sins and explaining 
proper attitudes himself. Again he is 
rized. Again he repents and explains, 
so it goes, meeting alter meeting. In 
same way, group members must 
id loaded lectures ("Why Did 
-rica Invade Korea?') and then dis- 
thcio "correctly. They must make 
:al ''progress rcpoits" on their friends' 
ns well .is their own. 

. henever sniuetme >hps o:: the patty 
he is instantly comvtei!. He must 
■ut ;nva reside sumo nunc- until fi- 
/ n mt itio suhuft, almost 

hauie.ilU*. luiit.-i a (anllics.sly Com* 
list answer to his miuJ. 
his gr.rJu.il biaiuw.vsh continues for 
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stand motionless in a paiiuui positron. A 
brilliant light beats at his eyes. Hour after 
hour, teams of specialists interrogate trim, 
denv his every answer, produce “proof’ 
of everv "lie.” din their own story into nis 
ears. The Central intelligence Agency 
thinks some drug or “Be scrum may 
possible be used to speed up his collapse. 

After otre week of this routine in Red 
China, for instance, a devoted Catholic 
missionary, the Rev. F.cocrt \\ . Creciie 
(Newsweek. April 13). tciurri that, ray 
mind was incapable of reuection. He 
even doubted that he was. really a priest, 
and dreamily wor.ccvcc; i: the inciccnb.e 
charges against him wore true. The com- 
plete process takes about, three montns. 
By then the prisoner is ready to stand m 


c *rls 

were hard-labor reactionary camps 
threats of uncomfoi table cages as miu:'ii- 
n-.ent for active resistance. Possibly fur 
ih.er than out ot convic- 
tion, a few prisoners “wrote some p:c::y 
bad stuff" for Communist magazines.- Otk- 
ers “preached just like the Chinese. 

A small number evidently unuerwsrit 
concentrated bramwasning. Some veiit 
on propaganda tours of the Soviet satel- 
lites, giving party-line “interviews to t:.o 
Red press? Others, like Col. Frank H. 
Schwabie and Maj. Roy 11. B.e,. An.-.i- 


can Mar; 
sions" o: 


ne airmen, made- public "coi 


>n.Cs 


having wa 


.ged bactcriuiOgii.il 



warfare. Major Bley was quoted by tne* 
Reds as admitting that iris nm-..* 
“crooned germ bombs” and tnat ho per- 
sor.Vdv handled "ctna-kopili supply. 

*1 I.nugliuil': South Korean r.utr.e:;- 
ties believe many freed ROK soiuuors 
have been deeply influenced. But fr..r me 
majority cf Western prisoners, at least, 
the indoctrination program was appar- 
ently crude and ineifective, and it was 
'speedily dropped in several camps. Must 
reacted like Navy Hospital Corps.!.. >n 
Thomas H. Waddi'i! of Fort Worth. 
Texasi “I just laughed at them. 


How seriously the few who did not 
laugh were atfected is not yet clear. Cue 
official in the Far East confidently 
asscrtsi ‘There's nothing to this brain- 
washing that a good steak and an ice- 
cream cone won't cure." The Reut.ig n, 
which hopes SO. decided last week to alt 
the security cover from all ex-pri.-euen 
when they reach the United States., uy 
then, it felt, any "confusion" in their 
minds should have been dispelled. 

But if the free environment di.es nut 
clear up the >ynipto:ns of itu-nao, eoir-'C- 
livtf trcalmcnt-iowashing the brain. - 
may take a long time. The Army has 
never had to face the problem bcteie. 
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VICE ADMIRAL C. TURNER JOY: 

It s More i lion ilorea 


Vico Admiral C. Turner Jov, 

nn w Superintendent of l lie U. S. 
K;u:il Academy ;lt Annapolis, 
watched every twist of Communist 
maneuvering as senior U.N. dele- 
gate to the truce talhs from July 
]<)5l until May 1952. As the 1km- 
tnnniom talks resumed, A. T. 
lladlev of Nesvssveck’s Washington 
bureau interviesved Admiral Joy for 
la's expert slant on the Hods' mo- 
tives and the prospects for peace. 


Why do you believe the Chi- 
nese and North Korean Com- 
munists decided to reopen the 
stalled Korean truce talhs at inis 
time? Do jou think they did this 
of their own volition or as part 
of an over-all plan laid down 
hy the Kremlin? 

In dealing with the Communists it is 
idle, not to say foolish, even for a 
Communist, to pretend omniscience. 
If I were to guess. I would say that 
the Communists no longer see any 
advantage to themselves in playing a 
waiting game. I think it must be clear 
to them hy now that we are not going 
to be .victims of our own impatience. 

Also. I think it may be a matter 
of disappointment to them that the 
change in our national administration 
has not resulted in any change in our 
national attitude toward Korea and. in 
fact, lias resulted only in a reaffirma- 
tion of the validity of our purpose. 

In short, they have failed to 
uncover any advantage in stalling and 
are now ready to take their chances 
oil a more dynamic approach, hoping 
to engineer us into awkward situations 
and to exploit any mistakes wc might 
make. As for where the idea of resum- 
ing the talks originated. I do not know, 
but I do not believe it would ever 
have been acted on without the ap- 
proval of the Kremlin. 

Do you think that the Com- 
munist invasion of the Kingdom 
of Laos in Iudo-China lias any 
connection with the truce talks? 

Is it probable that the Reds are 
using the talks as a shield fur fur- 
ther aggression in Indo-China? 

If wo take the realistic view that we 
are confronted by an enemy whose 
announced, objective is world domina- 
tion and that wc are in the middle of a 
war that is fought around the globe 


on ni.uiv fronts in many ways, we arc 
not likely to rcg.ud an event like the 
invasion of Laos as being uniclatcd to 
the over-all pattern. On the contrary, 
wc will see it as a confiini.itiou of 
what ,we know the pattern to he. 

It is a mistake to consider the inva- 
sion of Laos and the resumption of the 
tmee talks as isolated from each oilier. 
Jn the same breath, I would s-ay that a 
great many thinking people must he 
genuinely concerned that the net ef- 
fect of an eventual truce in Korea 
would be to create an illusion that the 
global war is over. 

It should be remembered that Ko- 



rea is only a phase, though the "most 
painful phase.” of a war that is fought 
around the globe. ' • * 

Were you surprised at the . 
stories of maltreatment told by 
some of the returning prisoners 
of war? What do you think the 
Reds hope to gain from the cx- 
' change of sick and wounded 
POW’s? And do you anticipate 
that many of our soldiers will 
have been brainwashed? 

I would have been a lot more sur- 
prised if our returning prisoners had 
not hi might hack stories of maltreat- 
ment. Of course, tiie Communists are 
not above treating small numbers of 
Our prisoners well for propaganda pur- 
poses. 1 think the Communist decision 
to accept our proposal mi the ex- 
change of sick and wounded was an 
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afterthought to their decision to re- 
quest a resumption of the talks. 

The exchange did not co-t them 
anything and served the useful pur- 
pose ot Creating a favorable atmos- 
phere lor the resumption of the .tabis. 

As for brainwashing, if there has 
been any, the must eltective antidote 
will be a breath of free air and the 
sight of home. 

'How can sve best conduct fur- 
ther negotiations wish the Com- 
munists in Korea? Are there any 
particular pitfalls the U.S. should 
be wary of in the negotiations? 

I have not been involved with the 
negotiations for nearly a year now and 
am not conversant with current tic- 
tailed exchanges. Hence. I am not in a 
position to point out specific puta'ls— 
the Communists are always devising 
new ones. The impoitant thing in 
negotiating with the Communists is 
to know what you want and why, 
and then go after it with, patience 
and unmistakable firmness. It isn t 
complicated: it’s just difficult. • 

Of course, by far the best way to 
negotiate with the Communists in a 
military situation is to app.y sutaeient 
military power to give emphasis and 
meaning to your arguments. 

What do you think of the 
chances for a truce settlement 
now? Do you think that the Com- 
munists arc ready to compromise 
on forcible repatriation? 

There is good reason tn believe the 
Communists may want an armistice. 
Basically, they want to get us oft the 
Korean peninsula. They haven t been 
able to drive us off the peninsula. anci 
1 believe they see their best hope of 
doing so through an armistice and the 
political conference to follow it. Aon 
will remember that one topic they 
insist he taken up at that political con- 
ference is the withdrawal ot ah foreign 
forces from Korea. 

If the Communists find a wav to 
save face on the prisoncr-repaliiatinn 
issue. I believe we may see an cuci to 
the fighting. However, I 'hop.- no one 
is so naive as to believe tli.it .*u a: mis* 
lice will he the magic solution and. the 
end to oor problems in Kou-.i. let 
•alone the Tar Last or the vsoilil. 
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